The year is also special in that IUPAC will see the implementation of its new strategic plan, the review of which was coordinated last biennium by the past president, Mark Cesa. The new plan was presented and approved by the Council in August 2015 (see page 4) and will allow the Union to focus on its unique role and its capacity to articulate global consensus.
For the scientific community at large, the new year is special as well, as it follows the recent adoption of the UN Sustainable Development Goals in September 2015. The 17 SDGs, and the 169 targets outlined within, constitute a robust framework that goes beyond pure science and includes economic, social, and environmental dimensions, all intertwined around concepts of sustainable development. The chemistry enterprise is no stranger to the SDGs framework and it will play a key role in delivering solutions, while also contributing to a better understanding of our planetary boundaries. IUPAC President, Natalia Tarasova, has several times before voiced her interest in the evolution and development of these goals. As she expresses in her latest column (page 2), she welcomes the challenge of ensuring that IUPAC is on the right path to contribute to achieving these goals. 
